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At Home with Butte Properties President Ed Lewis
Collector’s home graced with famous rocker autographs
The Boulders offers golifers exclusive desert hideaway
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FEATURE BylLindaObele

From Tuscan-style retreats to equestrian estates, Valley residents with
discerning taste are opting to build custom homes filled with persanalized
touches and elaborate amenities. These one-of-a-kind dwellings are treading
on the larger size — some spanning as much as 12,000 square feet. The
following pages are just a few examples of these incredible creations.

hen custom home

builders refer to the

tremendous amount of
detail that goes into constructing
a house of dreams, Joe and Karen
Potenza know exactly what
they're talking about.

The couple, who spene three years buld-
mg a 9,200 square-foue home m Fountam
Fhlls' FireRock Country Cleb master-
phinned community, painsakingly choss
cvery <obblestone, decoraror tile and
Venetian plaster-finish now on display in
their authentic, Toscan-style creation, The

Who. Joe and Karen Potenza
Custom home: 9,204 square feet
Lot size: NA

Location: Fice:Rock Country Club,
Fountain Hills

Architect: William Schroeder
Builder: Rowland Luxury Homes

Interior designer: Anita Mueller of
Interior Motives

Cool amenities: Top-1a-bottom

design resembling authentic Tuscan
home. including hand-tumbled
cobbleston? dnvesway and Venetian
plaster-coaled exieiior; 4 secret
passageway from & bookcase in the
study leads to a bathroom featunng
tustorn stonework and hand-carved
Tuscan sinks; an autdoor kifchen
featunng a glant gas- and wood-
burning pizza oven imponed

from italy

10 LUXURY LIVING

home is a loving tribute o their Favorite
travel spot — Tuscany, laly — and a show-
¢case for the amazing collection of lealian et
and arufaces they have amassed during
their many trips there over the years.

The homes location, amid the rolling
tereain of Fountain Hills, also s o nod o
Tuscany. amd was selected afeer a triend
casually mentioned rthar FireRock’s set-
ting closely resembles chac of the Potenzas”
favorite Ttalian segion. That was enough
for Jue. a 59-year-old intellectual property
attorney, and Karen, a Gl-pear-old travel
agency owner, who often bad faneasized
during cheir many teips to che Valley about
one day building or buying a home here,
They knew this was their opportunity to
fulfitl chat decam,

The couple, who also own a2 luxury
comdominium i che Washingron, D.C.,
area where Jocs baw firm iy based, ser o
wotk with Scotesdale architece Willisin
Schroeder, Guy Loisi of Rowland Luxury
Homes, also i Scotesdale, and Anita
Muctler of Interior Monves 1 Foungain
Hills, o design whar wlimawely would
resutls in che five bedroom, four-and-a-hall
bathroom Casa Far Nieie — the homes
fratian name, which transtates 10 “without
a care”

One of the Potenzas primary goals was.
ro make the house ook as authenrically
Tuscan as possible. Witaess the Venctian
plaster-coated  extertor, which  creates
a streaked, weathered appearance afeer
4 vainfall; embedded pottery shards in
the outside walls, remintscent of ancient
BEuropean ruiny: antique-luoking sas lan-
terns mounted on the back walls, an wlea
Karen copted from a phote che saw in
Archutecrural Digest of Cher's Malibw man-
ston: and the long driveway paved with

hamd-cumbled cobblestones to resemble

PHOTOS BY TiM KOORS/SPECHAL TO THE BUBINFSS JORRRAL

the worn streets of Iraly.

Not «:\'cr}'lhmg % meant o ook old,
though. The home’s hackyard featares
an authenne, imported wood- and gas-
burping pizza oven. and a resorestyle
swimming pool complete with 2 Karen-
designed lions fwad fountan. Seven foun-
rams, toral, grace the inside and ourside of
st Far Neere.

Inside. che Potenzas are surrounded by
hand-painted frescos — induding ene en
the ceiling of dhie homes elevaor — stair
rivers mounted with colorful, hand-crafted
tilex faxhioned from old ceramic plates
Karen selecsed in Peruca, kaly: 20-foor
ceilings: ornate iron work; and a book-
case in Joes study that swings open ro
reveal 2 secret passageway into a bathroom

OB DY IS Soen

Joo ond Karon Potenzn nickasmeod their
Tuscan-style hame “Casa Far Micte,” italian
for “without 8 care,”

featuring custom stonework and hand-
carved Tuscan sinks.

The Potenzas say. for them, working with
highly sualitied experts, with whom chey
felt an imndiate chemistry, was the key to
building a homwe shey absolutidy love,

“We hie it off with these peaple immedi-
ately and have become very gond friends”
sand Karen.

Adds Joe: "There was syneegy, and there
was creativity, They saw our vision”

— Landa Obele
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